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TCU defense stars Elliott’s legal fight 
again, this time keeps Cowboys 
against Texas in on alert for next 
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Did council go against wishes 
of residents on SB4 lawsuit? 


RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Protesters converged on downtown Fort Worth in August to express 


their opposition to Texas Senate Bill 4. 


BY JEFF CAPLAN 
jeffcaplan@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
A majority of emails and 
phone calls to Mayor Betsy 
Price and four councilmen 
urged them to join a lawsuit 
challenging the state’s “sanc- 
tuary cities” law, but all five 
voted against the measure. 
Price, Jungus Jordan, Cary 
Moon, Brian Byrd and Dennis 
Shingleton received decidedly 
more correspondence in favor 


of Fort Worth joining Dallas, 
Houston, Austin and San Anto- 
nio in litigation against Senate 
Bill 4, according to documents 
obtained by an open records 
request. 

The division of the 5-4 vote 
on Aug. 15 has led to some 
concern that partisan politics 
has crept into a nonpartisan 
City Council. 

Reflective of that concern is 
an Aug. 22 email that Tarrant 
County GOP Chairman Tim 
O’Hare sent to Price and the 
four council members who 


voted against joining the litiga- 
tion. O’Hare thanked the five 
for their “courageous stand” 
and labeled those in favor of 
joining the lawsuit as the “rad- 
ical left.” 

Phone logs reveal that 87 
percent of more than 400 calls 
to Price’s office went in favor 
of joining the lawsuit. Yet 
Price’s office said that phone 
calls against joining the law- 
suit not reflected in the docu- 
ments brought the split closer 
to 60-40. 

The mayor’s office also re- 
ceived approximately 65 
emails that were 9-to-1 in fa- 
vor of joining the lawsuit, ac- 
cording to documents. 

“I fully acknowledge this law 
has created an incredible 
amount of pain, fear and 
angst,” Price said in an email 
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CRUCIAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRIP FOR TRUMP 


President Trump stands 
ready to exhort Asian 
allies and rivals to 
address the dangers of a 
nuclear threat. 12A 
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VOTERS TO 
WEIGH IN ON 
BOND PROGRAMS 


Texas school districts are 
asking voters to approve 
$7.7 billion in bond 
elections. 1B 


FALL BACK 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDED 


Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour. 


An estimated 191,000 fans 


AAA TEXAS 500 


How NASCAR is working to 
put a spark back into races 


attended the Cup race at Texas 
Motor Speedway in April 2007. 
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NASCAR attendance and TV eee have been ee for 10 seasons. 


There were plenty of empty seats 
at the Cup race at Texas Motor 
Speedway in November 2015. 


BY PETER DAWSON 
pdawson@star-telegram.com 


NASCAR is in trouble. 

The sport’s attendance and 
TV viewership numbers have 
been in a free fall for almost a 
decade. The lengthy list of rea- 
sons includes the Great Reces- 
sion, the rise of cord-cutting, the 
comforts of home-viewing, 
confusing rule changes and the 
supposed political correctness of 


the drivers. 

And even though Sunday’s 
AAA Texas 500 is a critical race 
in NASCAR’s playoffs, the 
crowd at Texas Motor Speedway 
won’t approach the 191,000 
who turned out for the spring 
race 10 years ago. 

Before the 2013 season, NAS- 
CAR announced that it would 
no longer provide attendance 
statistics. At the time, 21 of the 
23 tracks were publicly owned 
by officials who didn’t want to 


release those numbers because 
they didn’t want to provide 
“earnings guidance.” 

NASCAR has turned to its 
drivers and fans (the most 
brand-loyal in sports) and 
listened to criticism from the 
media to address the downward 
trend. They’re even willing to 
listen to one another. 

Sam Flood, an executive at 
NBC, recalled conversations 
with NASCAR officials a year 
ago about how to get fans to 
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BOB BOOTH Special to the Star-Telegram 


stick with an entire race. 

“The idea of stage racing 
came from these meetings,” he 
said. “To have all those groups 
come together I thought was a 
great signal of how the league 
works.” 

Before the season, NASCAR 
introduced stages within the 
races for all three NASCAR 
series. The goal of the complex 
format was to reward drivers 
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